Silica gel (60 Å, 170-400 mesh) or basic alumina (aluminum oxide, 50-200 micron, activated) was used for flash column chromatography. Analytical thin layer chromatography (TLC) was performed using Analtech Uniplate Silica Gel GF (250 micron) pre-coated glass plates. Spots were detected by UV, iodine and phosphomolybdic acid solution. 1-(3-Methoxymethoxypropyl)-2,2,2-trimethyl-1,1-diphenyl-disilane 11. To a 0 °C suspension of lithium shot (0.1 g, 14 mmol) in THF (3 mL) was added chlorotrimethylsilane (50 µL). After 30 min the solution was removed by syringe and the lithium was washed with THF (3 x 1 mL). THF (3 mL) and 10 (261 mg, 0.91 mmol) were added and stirred at 0 °C. After 8 h the mixture was added to neat chlorotrimethylsilane (1.5 mL, 12 mmol) and then concentrated. Purification by flash chromatography (1% to 9% ethyl acetate/hexanes) gave 11 as a colorless oil (215 mg, 66% 3, 135.4, 128.9, 128.0, 96.5, 70.7, 55.3, 25.1, 9.1, - 
